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 How many of you are Essbase Users?

o What type of Essbase Users? (Add-in, Smart View, Reports)

 How many using OBIEE?

o Are you here because you might start using Essbase?

« How many have both currently?
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OBIEE as Reporting Tool — Essbase as Data Source
» Basics
o Can OBIEE Pull Data from Essbase and read the dimension structures? - YES
o Can the Data from Essbase be represented in OBIEE graphs and
Dashboards nicely? - YES
* More Advanced
o Can Answers Provide Web Enabled Ad Hoc Analysis with Essbase as the
Data Source? —
= Drill Down but not up
o Can OBIEE provide good financial Reporting from Essbase? - NO
= OBIEE is a relational Query tool so it makes Essbase behave that way too
= This means that Ragged Hierarchies aren’t presented optimally
= Asynchronous Rows is not supported
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OBIEE Charts with Essbase Data

[+]
Here |S a mUItl—bar Chart Created 120,000,000 -
in OBIEE Answers for use in a : _
Dashboard. The OBIEE charts @
are very sharp and offer a rich 7 o
User Interface experience. The L _
Essbase data flows in well. e - e |-
80 Repalr Telerdsions [_]
H = 7 : [+]
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Gross Revenue
Total Geography Gross Revenue
Total Geography

Horth America
Gen5,5egments Canada Mexico peth America
Audio Systems 7,529 463 3,764 732 198236 358 usa
Digital “ideo 5,399,344 2 B99,672 112,036,397 Gens,Segmentg USA Sales

Installation 5,281 344 2 B40 E72 109 557 258 ; Audio Systems = 235 353
Repair 3718391 1,859,195 77156 604 Digital “Wideno 112,036 397
Service Corfracts 4,079,374 2,039,657 54,5647 009 Installstion 109,537 355
Televizions 5,200 935 2 B45 493 109,787 943 Repair 77156 604
VRS 4 672,533 2,336,266 969550355 Service Contracts g4 647 009
Televizions 109,757 943

HIH 11 b WCRE 96 955 055

Drilling Down on “USA

By drilling down on the “USA” member the whole flavor of the report changes.
Canada and Mexico are removed and the USA child appears. This is the way a
relational tool works, think of adding parameter to the WHERE section of a SQL
Statement.
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Gross Revenue
Total Geography

Horth America

Gross Revenue
Total Geography
Horth America

% Canada Mezxico USA

Gens,Segments Canada Mexico USA
dydio Systems 7,529 465 3,764 732 156 236,35
Digital *ideo 5,599,344 2 B99 672 112,036,397

ntz Gen2,Segments Gend,Segments Gend,Segments Genb,

Inztallation 5 261 344 2 640672 109,557 B0 Db B BRRISBEARIEN CEi s R
_ o o Segments | Bectronics DVD Recordsr | 7NI.580 354,790 14,723 782

Fepair 3,718,391 1,859,195 77 156,604 DWDACR Combo |1 4303 557,152 23121,790

Service Contracts 4070374 2039687 54 647,009 Portable DVD_1 491,398 745,700 30,946,534

Televisions 5 200 985 2 645 493 109,757 043

VCRs 4 572 533 2336266 OF 955 055

Drilling down on “Digital Video”

Drilling down of the “Digital Video” member doesn'’t result in the same
thing that most Essbase Users would expect. Instead we see only the
children of “Digital Video” and the rest of the products no longer appear.
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Prior to Drill Down

Notice Gen5,Segments
only. The filters are only
Scenario, Version,
Periods, Year and
Entities.

Undoing Drill Downs -1  @AUG
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Criteria | Results | Prompts | Advanced

@)|@)(@)()

Columns

0AUG ConnectionPoint Fin Anahysis - E

Click on column names in the selection pane to add thern to the request. Once added, drag-and-drop columns to rearder therm. Edit a column's format, formula and filters
by clicking the buttons below its name. (2

Time Periods Segments Entities Plan1

Gen5,Segments 41| Gen2,Entities 41| Gen3,Entities 11 GendEntities {1 Gross Revenue |}t
HEFEX | SHEFEX HEFX | HEFX | HEFE i JFA i |ES

Display Results | Remove All |

Year |41

Filters

Add filters to the request criteria by holding down the CTRL key and clicking on column names inthe selection pane, or by clicking on the filter button below included
columns. Add a saved filter by clicking on its name in the selection pane. (2

Gen? Scenatios is equal to §is in Actual =
AMD Yearis equal to /s in YearTotal Eg|
AND GenZ Wersions is equal to £ s inWorking Sl
AMD Gen2Years is equal tof is in Prior Year ==

BMD Gen? Entities is equal to / is in Total Geography =] X
BMD Gen3 Entities is equal to/ is in Horth America  |El|

Save Filter... | | Remove Filters |

Combine with Similar Request |
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. Criteria | Results | Prompts | Advanced & o5 B = Sl - - Loy Wi
Post Drill Down @@= ) oAU Commctonpant Fin Ana
Columns
. Click on column names in the selection pane to add thermn to the request. Once added, drag-and-drop columns to reorder them. Edit a column's format, formula and filters
Notlce a” the neW Segment by clicking the buttans below its name. (2]

Time

columns. The filters now

Year |11 Gens,Segments 11 Genb,Segments {1 Gend,Segments 1| Gen3Segments 11 Gen2,Segments {1 Gen2,Entities 1 Gen3Entities 1t Gend,Entitie

L : HMEFX | HEFX [ & ¥ [x] [ & ¥ [x] & X [ & ¥ [xI HEXX @ SHEFX | SEEE
have a Segments limitation.

Display Results | Remove All |

In order to drill back up we i

Add filters to the request criteria by holding down the CTRL key and clicking on calumn names in the selection pane, or by clicking on the filter button below included
need to re_ I au nCh th e colurmns, Add a saved filter by clicking on its narme in the selection pane. (2l

. . . GenZ Scenarios is equal to fis in Actual = =

Or|g|na| Saved VerSIon Or BHD “ear is equal to fis in YearTotal = X

. . AND Gen2 Versions is equal to /s in Working =/

delete a" Of the “Crlterla” AND Gen2 Years is equal to fis in Prior Year =/
A

ND Genz Entities is equal to £ is in Total Geography = &
ND Gen3 Entities is equal to s in Horth America S| [&]
ND Gend Segments is equal tof is in Digital Video (=] [

additions the Drill Down
added.

=

=

Save Filter... | | Remove Filters |

-

with Similar Request |
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Gend Ertities [Ertities =]
OBIEE Can’t Handle

Gens,Segments o1 a2 Q3 a4
Headcoupt = il oLl 311
I \Sy n C h ro n O u S ROWS We | I ) Gross Revenue (75721 270 26 4068 720 52 8135440 110,905,224
Inztallation =
5F per Head 244 2E2 54,908 169,815 356 615

Headcourit o ™ =T s
Gross Revenue 5,660 005 59400 951 35580,354 52 463,779
Operating Expenses

FF per Head 41,173 281,521 170,049 300,524

COUld USG a CASE for ervite Confract Gr:::ic:vuer:ue 31,145;22 32,534;:? 42,333,322 9?,904,3?2 $$ pe Head uses a
GrOSS Rev OI’ OpEX Ope;:hpn:rE:s:;SBS 107 772 112824 148,215 337 992 CASE Statement

Repair

You can make Asynchronous Rows in OBIEE but you need to use a
CASE statement and that is much more time consuming that what you
can achieve in Hyperion Reports.
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Genl Entities I Ertities |+ I

o1 2 03 04

Gross Revenue Gross Revenue Gross Revenue Gross Revenue
Gens5,Segments Revenue Headcount per Head Revenue Headcount per Head Revenue Headcount per Head Rewvenue Headcount per Head
Audia Systems 85,135 066 G546 100,636 85943196 fatta] 100,128 112,258 B33 a79 127,760 94 B35 646 93 103 657
Digital Widea B5 216,590 05 71,524 | BE 425 762 914 72 E49 B3 295,030 97 74507 T2E3T 255 923 7,597
Installation 75T 270 3o 244 262 26 408,720 1 54909 52513440 31 169,815 110,908 224 311 356 618
Fepair & 660,005 210 41,173 59,400,951 211 251521 355303324 211 170,049 52463 774 211 390,524
iim‘;ﬁts 31,146,020 289 107,772 32 634 991 289 112924 42833 426 289 145213 978904 974 280 337,992
Televisions 53,153,515 585 89,334 55 694 581 G0 92773 73099137 G035 121 226 83,541 571 G04 135,391
WiCR= 61,994 136 434 142853 58 495,139 435 134,376 58304 B52 435 133116 57 257 564 439 130,428

Not as flexible as Hyperion Reports

OBIEE is a SQL query tool and it is designed to bring back SQL grids. The grid
above is nice and informative, but it's not ready to present to senior
management and even putting it in Bl Publisher wont get it completely ready.
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Essbase on top of OBIEE (rpd as data source)
« Works Like EIS
« Essbase Schema becomes somewhat inflexible
o Certain Changes can be problematic

« Allin all it works pretty well
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« Lack of ability to do Asynchronous Rows

o If you are an organization that needs Cost Center or Cost Type
and Accounts in the Rows to create a Financial Statement this
can be an issue

« When using RPD as a data source for Essbase Studio you can't
add a new member without rebuilding the entire schema

« When using Essbase Studio your model should be mature

o Adding levels to a dimension entails full rework
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Investment Bank Mutual Fund
«  Wanted Financial Dashboard « Wanted OBIEE and Bl Publisher
«  Project Successful Overall * Lots of problems with Bl Publisher

handling the relational data
« End Result was a set of Dashboards that
were highly scripted and static and «  Changed course and decided to use
launched users into Financial Reports for OBIEE rpd as source for Essbase models

any type of ad hoc analysis on the web
»  Essbase Cubes built using Essbase

«  Lots of Scripting in OBIEE Studio
* Bl Publisher was determined not to be  Essbase Cubes feed Financial Reports to
capable of handling needed reporting due deliver information

to asynchronous row limitation
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- OBIEE interface is getting major overhaul

o Asynchronous row issue will be resolved by what Oracle is
calling “Dimensional Columns”

o OBIEE will handle Essbase more like Financial Reports does
today

« “Custom Group — Results”

« Grid Navigation in what Answers calls a Pivot Table will be much
like the Excel Add-in
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Criteria

Prompts | Advanced

New Answers

Home Catalog ngs v | Help

Answers Plus in OBIEE

E-oa9en d & 028 &)H: @

S &l

11g

e o \World = Selections
v o Africa Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectef
fiv O Americas List [ALL ks
B @ Asia Measures
e O Australia a Cost
Hv @ Europe 4 sales
(23 Product HNow...
- E Division Geography - Standard
- B Type W 1, Start with: Everything
Bw%, Product - Standard & 2. Keep Country: ‘Sales > 30'
B3 Time & 3. Remove: 'Argenting’, "Mexico'
e R 5|
[#Catalog g= Ta/| | Product - Standard
[Sviews 1. Start with; Everything
v 2. New...
Year
1. Start with; Everything
o[+ 2 New...

|=ISupplier Sales # Pivot Table
List [ALL Ve
(23 Measures
i + [ Costs ELTS - =
[ Promotion E o Al Products 4l Accessory Divisian # Audio Division 4 Video Division
[ Quota pivot_all_selection_remove_member_step_added| Sales Costs Sales | Costs Salss
< [ 5ales _jworld 1,500 3,060 500 1020 500 1020 500 1020
@ units Hafrica 300 600 100 200 100 200 100 200
iy B Channel americas | 300 560 100 155 100 25 100 m
-85 Geography +Brazil | 30 a0/ 10 10/ 10 50 10/ an
s géz‘;::m [#icnada | 30 120 10 20| 10 60| 10] 0
B B couty | lowsa | 150 300 50 100] 50| 100 50 100
il +Asia | 300| 500 100 00 100 200 100 i)
B Bay ifuctla . “The Nekt Geleratidh of Afisweis =
- %, Geography - Consolidated dzibroee, o0 | SO0 ! 20 1 s =
—w%, Geography - Standard

. Muitidih‘lensional, OLAP Anaiysi;

! OLAP-style §liery Building With Mérber séleens

- Calculated Members

- Ragged and skip-level hierarchies
+ Hierarchical Calculations

+ Function extensibility

- Custom Aggregates

+ Uniformly applies to dimensional (OLAP) and
relational sources

+ Optimized for Essbase

@
mado
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Dimensional Columns

+ New column type with unique capabilities

+ Achieved by dragging and dropping hierarchy from Subject Area
tree on to workspace

+ Single column with expansion capabilities
+ Asymmetrical Drilling
+ "Drill Up”

=l Pivot Table

@
ETTR | =
o| =1 all Products
, 4 Accessory Division 4 Audia Division 4 Wideo Divisian
_____ i Mis Sales Cosks Sales Costs Sales Cosks Sales
\ 1,200 2460 400 G20 400 G20 400 G20
=l Amneticas \ 300 BEO 100 155 100 285 100 220
A Argentinag 30 B0 10 10 10 30 10 20
-+ Brazil 30 a0 10 10 10 a0 10 30
H Canada 30 120 10 20 10 B0 10 40
4 Colornbia 30 30 10 2 10 15 10 10
A Mexico 30 B0 10 10 10 30 10 20
A LS4 , 150 300 a0 100 a0 100 a0 100
H Asia / 300 GO0 100 200 100 200 100 200 B
+ Australia 300 600 100 200 100 200 100 200 E|
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Regional Profit and Sales [

T | R 1 advanced
/f Map Edting from: "Repart 1" | Revert || Done
Supplier Sales & B BB [bsesenans M| QG| ||El|@]
List L':a é | sales [=l] [2erpata Layers 3.
=23 Measures a ot zoos "
- A cats il 2 200 G Pie Graph
i Counkry: Sales, Quarker
- [ Promation lgsz00s
- [4 Quota B o4 2o 1A Color Fill
+# [15aks _ United States - | Stabe: Costs, Vear
WO“Z’”‘J, Costs
[ o . =Toromo | [#]Conditional Format
El--{2 Channel = Chicago New_Yorki__ W > sm Shats; Costs
-3 Geagraphy - gy W 500
B B Contirent Washington 171 Between 250 and 500
i Los Angeles
B E Reglon - PP ol I <50
B+ @ Country San Diego by i
- [Dstate San A:“DI:gDLISIDH Create 2 new B Layer,..
B By
G- ?“ﬂ Geagraphy - Consolidated Mexico
- %, Gesarahy - Standard B
Q) =] Map Features
[ g Aftica | @3 |
@ Americas b ; Chy Lebels g
B g Ada 2 L [Orwers =~
[ o Ausiralia = Layout 3
[F 9 Buope Larzm ipsum dolor sit amet, cansscketuer ad\p\scin%:llit. Fusice eu lacus sed diam laarest malesuada. Mam enim, Mulla fels maoris, interdum non,
- {25 Product commoda ut, hendrerit nec, elit, Donec luctus Faudbus nulla,
E Division ]
- B Camponent value Selectors B Drop Here For Yalue Selectors
- % Product - Standad
=3 Time
B vex
F B Cuarkar LI GeoMap a @ Drop Here ko Display on the GeoMap
[ Menth = Geograpy Time Product MeasUres
HEED /E-aR Bount Bsrae D Houart Hoivisi 1 s [3 cost
TR = unitry (554 a5 ear Gy B Quarter 5 ivision 5 dles (5 osts 5
[l [23 b Ealdews [l
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Contact Information

Email: aladd@mindstreamanalytics.com
Telephone: 917-579-0926
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For Screenshots of the new OBIEE

» Visit Debashi’s OBIEE Blog at:
 http://debaatobiee.wordpress.com/2009/10/06/obiee-11g-a-gospel-about-whirlpool-in-bi-space/




