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Today’s Agenda

• Database Set up Options

• Format Strings

• Sharing Data

• Partitions

• Other Options

• Couple Calc Script Items

• @XWRITE & @XREF

• EXCLUDE

• @MATCH weakness

• Environment Variables in Calcs

• ASO Calcs

• Administration items

• Multi-processing exports

• Transaction Logging & Replay

• Implied Share Override

• Ancillary Tools Notes and updates
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Format Strings

• Allow the application to pre-

format cells during retrieval

• This is not storing formatted data in 

the database!  Instead it is applying 

the formatting upon retrieval

• Can be used for Textual Traffic 

Lighting



MINDSTREAM

Format Strings – The Result!

• Not many Good references on this

• Look in Technical Reference and search on “MdxFormat” then choose 

CellValue
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Partitioning & Other Options

Partitions allow a database administrator or designer to move or reference data 

between Essbase databases.  There are three types of partitions and they all 

have different characteristics.

• REPLICATED: This moves data from one database to another

• TRANSPARENT: This links one database to another and allows a user to see 

data from another database

• LINKED: This allows a user to see data from another database by taking the user 

to that database.  Think about this as drill through from one Essbase database to 

another

• @XREF:  Pulls data from another database into the database using the @XREF 

command.  Planning uses this heavily.  Good if you have a static link and it is 

formulaic

• @XWRITE:  Sends data to another database
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Partitions

• Set up partitions in EAS

• Maintaining definitions can be tricky

• Can help with performance at times
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@XREF instead of Partition

• Scenario dense

• Link Existing Reporting database with other “HFMENT” 

database
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@XWrite instead of Partition

• @XWRITE sends data much like a replicated partition

• Still uses “Location Aliases”
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@Xwrite - Example

• Very useful for Planning applications that have workflows in 

multiple databases

• BEWARE - The Intelligent Calculator 

essentially shuts off this function

• Turn UpdateCalc OFF

• Needs to be inside a Calc Block
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@Xwrite instead of CREATEBLOCKS

• @XWRITE creates blocks

• Use @LOOPBACK to use @XWRITE to create blocks within 

database

• Formulas inside @XWRITE or VAR

• Send to a different POV than where the data originates

@LOOPBACK
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EXCLUDE in a Calc Script

• Fix on big group then EXCLUDE some 

members

• Saves have to write long or nested FIX 

statements

• Close with ENDEXCLUDE

Start with a FIX on all 

0-Level Products

Then Exclude the Diet 

Members
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@MATCH

• Good for doing Allocations or Eliminations

• Careful, doesn’t always throw error when wrong

• @MATCH(“Entity”,”RECON_*”) & 

@MATCH(“Enity”,”RECON_*) both Validate!

• Use SET EMPTYMEMBERSETS ON while testing at least
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Environment Variables in Calcs

• Only available to BSO
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Environment Variables in Calcs – Results!

Before

After
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Clear Specific Regions in ASO

• Continues to expand the ability of ASO to be more like BSO 

and more of an OLAP database than just a reporting tool.

alter database appname.dbname clear data in region {MDX set expression} [physical];

Let’s try and write a statement to just clear account 71400 for TP9 for Actual scenario, local 

currency, Working version, Fiscal Year 03 all Entities and all the Brands under FRAG.
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Clear Data in ASO – Results!
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ASO Allocations - Example

• Two options to utilize this function

• Calc Manager

• Calc Manager uses @MDALLOCATE

• MaxL

• Example Below



MINDSTREAM

ASO Allocations - Example

• Allocate Account 71400 

across FRAG Brands 

from NOBRAND

• We use amount of 

“([NOBRAND],[71400])”

which equates to 

“NOBRAND”->”71400”; in 

BSO
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Custom ASO Calcs - Example

• Done via MaxL with custom calculation file

Object is to calculate Sales Rebates in account 42500 of 5% of Net Sales

Start with calculation file definition:
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Custom ASO Calcs - Example

SourceRegion is 

everything on the 

right hand side of 

your calculations in 

the calc file
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Multi-Threaded Exports

Multi-Threaded 

Export

Put the Export 

back to one file

• 60% improvement in export speeds

• Careful putting multiple files back together

• Header row in Column format is in each file
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Transaction Logging

• Greatly enhances Essbase backup strategies and allows for 

roll forwards of transactions

• This is an example of Oracle making Hyperion software more 

“IT Ready”

Step 1 – Enable Logging

• Essbase.cfg setting:

• My example

• TRANSACTIONLOGLOCATION SampText

D:\esbTransactions\Logs NATIVE ENABLE

• If you leave out the App Name it will take effect for the server

TRANSACTIONLOGLOCATION [app name][db name] LogLocation NATIVE 

ENABLE|DISABLE
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Transaction Logging in EAS

Archive &  Restore 

Database, Display & Replay 

Transactions are accessed 

by right clicking Database

Transaction List allows replay 

of specific transactions or all 

transactions

Choose parameters to view 

different groups of 

transactions

1. 2. 3.
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Implied Share Override

• Essbase.cfg setting

• IMPLIED_SHARE [app name] TRUE|FALSE

• Two API Functions are available for this setting as 

well:

• EssOtlGetImpliedShare and EssOtlSetImplied Share
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Implied Share Override

Before and after 

lock and send to 0-

Level member  

shows data is 

retained and 

therefore implied 

share suppression 

works
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Ancillary Tools – Some Notes

• Dodeca

• Great adhoc and report generating tool for Essbase

• CXO Cockpit

• Easy to implement Dashboard tool works great with Essbase

• Savant

• Text & Voice natural queries for Essbase

• EPM Shield

• Monitor Essbase and other useful admin tools
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Questions

Contact Information

Email:  aladd@mindstreamanalytics.com

Telephone:  917-579-0926

For a copy of this presentation with detailed notes, please go to 

http://www.mindstreamanalytics.com/presentations.html

http://www.mindstreamanalytics.com/presentations.html

